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made to the memorialift, for the loffes ftated in his memorial to have been incurred by him in
confequence of the late revolution. For it naturally occurred to us, that it would bé mifpend-
ing time to difcufs the quantum. and mannef of makm,dg, the compenfation, if either houle fhould
be of opinions that no compenfation ought to be made to the memorialift, On'thie fulleft in-
quiry into the fubje, and examination of the arguments fuggefted by the memoridlift’s counfel
in your houfe {ac which mo# of us were Aprcfc_nt), a”:_xd‘ which were again f_lagéd to and fatisfac«
torily anfwered in this houfe, we are degxdcflly of ppthon,_ghat the memorialift cannot of right
afk, or this ftate, coniiftently with that juftice which is due to others, grant him, ady relief or
retribution for the loffes he has fuftained 1n confequence of the revolution, and the alts of our
legiflature.  That revolution and thofe alts were occafioned by the profecution of 2n unjuft war,
commhmenced aga'mlt this country by the Bnn(h_ goverament, of which the memorialift is 3 fub-
ject. On that government, therefore, to which he remained attached during the whole war,
and with whofe (uccefs his own interefts were {o intimately conneed, he ought only to rely for
compenfation for his loffes. However rigorous the cpqﬁfcation of the property of Britifh fubjetts
might appear, abftractedly confidered, the a& for feizing and confifcating that property, under
the circumftances and with the reftrictions 1t was pafled, we are convinced, was perfe&tly jufti-
fable. The feverity of the meafure long delayed its adoptioh, and that delay mitigated its feve-
rity, by affording to every Britifh fubject the opportunity of avoiding the confequences of the
confifcation a&. - )

The memorialift came of 2ge in the fpring of feventeen hundred and feventy-nie, the a& of
¢onfifcation pafled in the beginning of the year {eventeen hundred and eighty-one, full twelve
months after the meafure had been warmly and generally agitated in this ftate, and muft have
been known in England. Inftead of repairing to Maryland and becoming a citizen, the memo-
rialift, confiding in the power and fuccefs of bis natve country, remained in England, attending
on the court of chancery, and waiting the adjudication of fuits which were to determine the - -
right to the province of Maryland and its, dependences, between the memorialift and the heirs at
law of the late lord Balumore, and which adjudication could have no cffe&, unleis America
fhould be canquered by the Britith government. ‘Lhis ftate of facls leaves mot the {malleft room
to doubt, that the memorialift, both from intereft and incimation, continued a Britith fubject,
and devoted to his pative countiy, which, although free, endeavoured, by tavithing its blood
and treafures, to deprive us of our freedom. We cannot difcover a fingle circumftance in the
cafe of the memorialift, to diftinguifh him from other Britifh fubjeéls, and whicn thould incuce
this government to except him out of the gcneral .law ot confifcation, or partially compenfate
the loffes, which the revolution, that law, and his own conduét, have brought upon him,
Every Britilb {ubje&, who did not bear arms againit thefe United States, and whofe_ property
has been confifcated, has an equal if not a better claim to oar commiferation.

Legiflatures ought to be govcmcd by general rules and principles; their adls fhould not be
liable to the reproach of paruality, or of an undue preterence. If any rettioution fhould be
made by this ftate to the memonialift, a proportionable compenfation ought to be given to every
other Britifh fubjedt. Will the ftate of our finances, and the heavy debt we have contaled in
the defence of our libertys {uffer fuch application of public monics ! The claims of juftice muft
be fatisfied, and we ought to attend to the diftrefles of our own citizens, occafioned iy the de-

‘edations of the enc T'v aird other caufes in the courfe of the war; but Britith fubjeéis, if enti-
tled to any compenfation for their loffes, muft tcek redrefs from cirat government, whofe injuftice
occafioned them, and of waich they are citizens. T'he atrachment of the mémorialift to the
Britith government, and tne great lofles he has i_ncurrcd, may entitle hin to the bounty of a
Briufh parliament, but can give him no juft ciaim to any compenfation from this legiflature.
The claim to quit-renis, a3 4 fubfifting aebt recoverable under the treaty, which was urged as a
ground for making 2 comp-nfation to, of compromife with, the memorialift, has alfo been con-
{idered,. and;appears to us emirg}y:gmundlcfs' and }nadmiﬂiblc, being, as we conceive, incompa-
tibje with the fovereignty and independence of this ftate ; and we cannot, confiftently with the
duty we owe {0 our: confhituents, do, of fuffer to be done, any a@, that has the moft diftant
tendency to create 2 fuppofition, that any power on earth can place the free people of Maryland
in the degraded condition of repants 0 3 fuperior lord, a toreigner, and a Britith fubje&. We
are alfo cicarly of opinion, that the quit-rents referved upon the grants of the former propricta-
fics, were hereditaments fubje& to all the Tules and confequences of other real eftate, and there-
fore cannot, confiftently with law, be beld by an alien ; and that no part of the treaty of peace

£ap give the {malieft colour to a fuppo ition, that thefe hereditaments, more than others, were

faved or. refeeveds:. That the claim of the former proprictary to quit-rents ceafed upon the decla-
ration of independence, we have not the fmalleft doubt, and we think the legiflature a&cd wifely
jn declaring, that the payment of themn even to this government fhould never be exa&ted, and

that the citzens of this ftate fhould hold their 1ands on cgual terms with the citizens of the other
flates. . . T :
~ Having ffated qur opinions, and the reafons for. them, it would be 2n ufelefs wafte of time to
confer on the memonial of Henry Harford, Efq; cfpecially as we have no caufe to furmifé that
your opinion may be different from ours, asto the principle of making compenfation.

To prevent the public councils from being diverted from more important and neceffary con-
cernsy angd ta Rve the further lofs of time npon this fubjedt, we herewith tranfmit a refolve, una-
nimoufiy agresd t0.ip this houfey whichy if adopted by yours, will cffc@tually obviate the incon-
veniences juft mentioned.
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