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of internal improvement, in the success of both of which
the state 1s deeply, if not equally interested, we beg leave
to offer to you, and to the respective companies, our sin-
cere congratulations. _ '

We trust that the good feeling and harmony which has
thius been established, between the conductors and 1‘rlen.ds
of these truly great enterprises, will hereafter suffer no in-
terruption—that the only spirit of contest between them,
may be a noble and generous rivalry, which shall furnish
the best and safest medium of social and commercial jn-
tercourse, and by that means, most advance their own, as
well as the public interest.

In consequence of the compromise thus happily effected,
and the arrangements mutually agreed upon, and in pro-
gress of execution, the Rail Road will soon be completed
to Harper’s Ferry,'on the other side of the Potomac, at
which point it will unite with the Winchester Rail Road,
now making and passing throuch a large portion of the
most fertile territory of Virginiz, to some of her most
thriving inland towns; whence again, there can be no ques-
tion, but that other branches will be extended, augmenting
at every step, the usefullness and profits of our work,
and pouring a constantly Increasing amount of agricultu-
ral and mineral productions into the great co.umerclal em-
porium of the state. And whilst these jmproverients are
progressing on the other s de of the Potomac, the patriotic,
enterprising and intelligent Directors of the company, are
left {ree to push their work, as at first contemplated, to the
Ohio river, either through the Western counties of our
state, or by any other route, (except only the Maryland shore
of the Potomac,) as future experience and examination,
may dictate, or require. :

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal too, seems to give
earnest of its steady advancement, and of ultimately reali-
zing all the hopes of its friends and projectors.  Hitherto,
1t has had many difficulties to contend with, but a brighter
day begins to dawn upon its prospects. Maryland, the cities
of the District of Columbia, and a comparatively linited
appropriation from the national treasuy, have hitherto fur-
nished the chief means of prosecuting this great work.
Now, however, there are cheering indications of awaken-
~1ng, as well as inc’reasing interests in its success. Virginia
extended to it a favouring hand, at the last session of her
Legislature, Pennsylvania has, more recently, spoken in
- its faYou}*; Ohio, and other western states, cannot have be-
come indifferent to it. Both his work, and the Baltimore and




