i ~® T\

22 JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS [Jan.2,
mention our great works of Internal improvement. Next
to the promotion of virtue and general diffusion of knowl-
edge, it appears to us, that there is no more poble task;
none more worthy the patriotic exertions of a Republican
Deople or their Representatives, than that of Improving

the conveniencies, and tacilitating the means of social and

commercial intercourse.

Looking into history, we shall find those portions,

both of the ancient and modern world, most renown-
ed for the cultivation of the arts of peace, or which
have transmiited ¢o posterity, or now exhibit, the brightest
exzmples of wealth, prosperity and liberal institutions, or
in which, we see the nearest approximation to the only
true and legitimate ends of Government—the happiness
and prosperity of the People—have everbeen most distin-
guished for works of this description.

Could Egypt ever have been what she once was, the
home of Myriads of happy and prosperous human beings,—
the chosen seat of the arts, elegance, literature, and refine-
ment—the store house and granary of the world—but for
her numerous channels of Inter-communication—nher no-
ble works of#internal improvement? But for these, could

S0 vast an Empire have long endured, in the then con.

dition of the world> But for these, would it not have
fallen to pieces by its own weight? Could sympathies and
affections have been kept alive between its various parts,
but for.the easy, free, and frequent intercourse of all her
citizens, by means of her iaternal Improvements?

Look to Holland—to France—to England, sce the strik-
ing contrast in favour of the libert y prosperity and happi-
ness of their people, when compared with the neighbou:-
Ing nations; and see, tco, their great progress in, and still
zealous prosecution of, interna} Improvements. |

With such examples before us, and others more recent,
but not less striking within the limits of our own confede-
ration, can we hesitate to do every thing in such a cause,
consistent with our other duties, and a just regard to the
equal rights of all our fellow citizens?

It is with unfeigned pleasure, we announce to you,
and here with submit the accompanying official evidence of,
the happy termination of the collisions, which have hereto-
fore existed between the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and
the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road companies. Upon this
auspicious termination and amicable adjustment of the con-
troversy so long pending between these public spirited com-
palies, engaged in the prosecution of magnificent schemes
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