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... - ToHs EXCELLENCY =~
- HOR ATIO SHARPE, Efquire,
-  ‘Governor and Commandet in Chief in and over the Province of MARYLAND,
e . | - AND, |

JE e ‘- To the Hoxosanvre the - ’
~UPPER ano LOWER HOUSES oF ASSEMBLY

of the fsid PROVINCE:

The PETIYTION of the Subfcribers, Inhabitants of BaLrimore County,

HUMBLY SHEWETH,

HAT the prefent Court-Houss for Baltimbre County, fituate in Jo?P a, is confiderably too fmall for tranfalling there.
in the Bufinefs of the County with Convenicnce, being the fmallet in the Province: That the fame is greatly out of Repair,
and the Offices thereof fo confined, as not to admir of fufficienn, Regulatity in ranging the Papers; and the whete Building s
. . fight, and infecure for the Purpofe of Keeping the Public mds; whereon the Eftates of many of His Magefty’s Subje@s of
this County, snd elfowhere, depend; which are thereby, and trom its Jowéfome Sttuation, expoled to the open Atrempts of maliciogs ill-
deligning ar wanton Peopic being exccured without Alarm. |
- THAT the faid Town of JorPa is on a low Peninfula, the IRhmus into which is fo miry, as to be often nearly impafiable, efpecially
after high Tides, or heavy Rains, which overflowing the Ifthmus, reduce the Situation of the Town to an Iftand: From whence and
ftomth:Wantof navigable Water up to the faid Town, and for many Miles below it, other than for Shallops and fmaller Veffels; and
tlfc,fmmttie Length of Time thé faid Town has been laid outy and its litdde Improvement, or Increafe of Inhabitants, Your Petitioners
cannot Bitter themfelves with dhe moft diftane Hopes of any favourable Alteration therein. ,
.. Tma7.the Counry-Goal, from its original ill Conftrution, has been a continual Expence to-the County, and although large Quanti.
e of the Public Yohageo have been frequently levied and expended thereon, hath always proved defe@ive and infufficient to reftrain
the Attepts of Crimiinaly afid other Prifoners; great Numbers of whom have elcaped to the Lofs and Vexation cf the Sheriffs and
Suitags, 30d ngt 2 Jetle to the Difcredit of the County s and there being no Yard or Windows to the {aid Prison, other than Windows
ﬁ;;;]h {r‘an,‘;“m (< of Air through the fame, fuch Prifoners as do not efcape, fuffer additional Mifery from the Lofs of their
alely, e AP A : -
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Trzsx Confiderations, may it pleafe Your Ex¢sLtincy and Honogs, your Peti-ioners humbly hope, may jultify their prefent Ap-
licagion for a new Court-Houszt and PrisoN. But when it is added, That tromh the Scarcity of Houfes and neceflary Accommo-
ation in the faid Town of Joppa, the People, who attend the Courts, are for the moft Part obliged to ride by Night to their Houfes

or Country Neighbours for Lodging, in all Weathers, whereby they are often expofed to the Danger ot Catching violent Colds, Pleuri-

fas, and other Diforders; early Adjournments and late Meetings of the Courts are unavoidabie, and the Public Bufinefs greatly re-
sarded: Asd when it Is alfo confidered, that the Town of BALTIMORE is tree from the Inconveniences to which Joppa is fubje®; thac
there are therein Houfes fufficiént to accommodate, with Eafeand in Plenty, much greater Numbers ct People than are ufed to attend our

CourTs; and from the Number 6f Inhabitants refiding therein, a CourT-HouUsE and Prison would be better fecured againft the

Attempts aforefaid: That the faid Town is fituate on a fine River, navigable for large Ships, and within a few Years paft has greatly eh-

creafed in Trade, and is daily increafing therein and in Buildings, Inhabitants, Merchants, Mcchanics, and others; infomuch that the

greateft Parc of the Trade and mercantile Bufincfs of the Planters, Farmers, and other Country People of the County is tranfatted
there, a8 a regulat and certain Market, where our Provifions, and ever}/ Thing We make, may at all Times find 2 rcangricc, to
which the major Part of the People of the County already reforc and trade, and others are daily more and more reforting from all ans
of our County; not only to fell their Plantation-Produce, but for the dbing of moft Sorts of Bufinefs ; fo that whoever might be oblig;d
to attend the Courts, would at the fame Time be in the Way of negotiating their common Concerns, their Attendance on the Public

Service would be rendered eafy and light, and regularly and chearfully given, and none of the faid Inconveniences attending the prefent

County-Duty would be felt: And that although the Townof BarTimoxe thould be found not fo central as Jorr A, we humbly appre-

hend it cannot be an effential Obje&ion of Inconvenieney, efpecially as we have the Example and Experience of our neighbouring Colonies,

and of moft of the Countries in the World to affure us of how little Weight fuch an Objection has always been held, when oppofed to
even much lefs Advantages than are above enumerated.

W HEN thefe Confiderations, may it pleafe Your ExCeLLeNcy and HoNors, are weighed, we humbly hope, and we alfo pray Your
ExcsLLENcY and HoNoRs will be pleafed to pafs a Law for Difpofing of the Ground ans Materials of the prefent Court-Housk and
Prison of this County, and for the Purchafing Ground, and Building a Count-House and Prisox, for the faid County, in the
Town of BaLTiMORE aforefaid, for the CourTs for the faid County to be heki in the faid Court-Hotse, and that the fame be made
ftaunch and convenient, and well conftructed againlt the Danger ot Fire, as to Your ExceLLENCY and Hoxors fhall feem meet.
FOR WHICH Your Petitivners will ever pray, &c.

An Seine ESyrcelleny .

ootafiy Scharpe, Eaen

Gupernor und Dberft@efeblébaber in und itber die Proving Maryland,

Ind

. 9n die Grofaditbaren '
Obere und Untere Hatfer der AffembIly

Dev Defagten Proving:

Die Bitt{dyrift der Unterfdriebenen, Sirvohner von Baltimore Gaunty,

Welde Demuthig anszeiges,

af das jesige Courtbaus fir Baltimore Caunty, roeldyes in Foppa liegt, viel gu Hein ift die Sefddfte der Caunty mit Bequems

licheit Darin su verrichten, indem e8 dag Pleinjte in Der gangen Proving ift: Dak felbiges fehr bautdlig ift, und dle immer ders

maffen cingefdyrantt find, daf die Sdyriften nicdhtin genugfamer Ordnung darin Fnnen geflellet werden; uad das ganse Sebdu

it fhlecht und unficher um Publife Urfunden darin ju vertoahren, (von rwelden die liegenden Suter Seiner QJ'Imeﬁ*' L erthas

nen in diefer Caunty, und andersroo, abhangen) wodurdy, und von der emfamen Lage befagten Courthaufes, die Urfunden Sffen  bloBges
{fet find, '?o daf boshaftige (ibelgefiunete oder muthrillige Seute ohue drm ihre Verfudye Dagegen auguben Hnnen.

¢ ! .
" ’ﬁ Daf befagte Stadt Foppa auf einer niedrigen .balbinf?l liegt, von weldyer Die fandenge, die in felbige gehet, fo fumpficht ift, dafi man ofts
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malé faft nicht durchFommen Pan, befonders nady hoben Mecresfluthent oder fdhroeren Kegen, weldye, renn die Landenge dadurch unter
Waffer gefest wirdy die Lage der @mbt pu einer Infel machen. Daber, und wegen MNangel an fhiffbarem Baffer nad) felbiger Stadt hin:
auf, und viel Meilen unter derfelbigen, fur andere als Sdalupen und Heimrere Bahrieuge, wie qud) wegen der Lange der Beit feithdem be:
fagte Stadt ausgelegt ift, und Derfelbigen geringen 2Anbau oder Junahme an Cinwobnern, Cure Supplicanten fid) nid)e mit der entfernteften
Soffung einer ginftigen Berdnderung dacin fymeichetn Knnen. ,



