_'T i 3( .
the Lord Beltamore 'doth by h;s, grder and Agents feek cofet
over us the old form of Government formerly exercifed by him
in this Province, which we did conceive, by the blefling of God
upon your honors endeavors,had been fully made Null and void;
yet notwithftanding, by the Arbitrarinefs of his own will, he
appoints Laws for us, and fets up Popifh Officers over us, out=
ing thofe Officers of Juftice appointed by you ; iffuing forth
Writs in his own name, contrary to your honors Order and ap-
pointment : And doth by Proclamarion under his own Hand,
and in his own Name, impofe an Oath, whichif refufed by us,
after three months, all our Lands and Plantations are to be
feized upon to his Lord(hips ufe: And.if takea by us, we hall
beingaged at his willto fighr his battels, defend and maiartain
him in his Patent, as it was granted to him by the late King,&c.
Which Qath, we humbly conceivs, is contrary to the Liberty and
freedom of our Confciences, as Chriftians , and contrary to the
fundamental Laws of Ewgland 5 contrary to the Engagement
we have taken in Subjetion to the Common.wealth of Esg~
land, and unfutable to Freemen, to own any other power than
that to which webelong, and-to whom we are, and have Enga-
ged 5 and cortrary to the Word of . God, 1o fight for, and de-
feid, and miintainr Popety,- and 2 Popith- Amtichriflian Go-
vernment ; which we dare not do, unlefs we fhould be found
Traytors to our Country,fighters againft God, and Covenant-

breakers.

~ The Premifes Confidered, we humbly (pread our Condition
before yaur view and Confideration, hopiog that as you are

Commiffioners for the Common-wealth of ﬁnglmd , and that
power which God bath put inte your hands, that you will up,
‘and be doing, ia the name and power of our God, that we be
not left for our faithfuinefs s a prey to usgodly, and unreafon-
“able men, before we can make our Complaint and Grievance
known to the Supream Authority of England ; which with all
seadinefs we thall endeavor to do by the firft opportunity ; and
from whom we do hope, and fhall expe®, by God’s -blcﬂing;;o
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