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they may domincere and doc[ "vlhat they pleafe.

As to the pretended Commiffion mcntioned by Mr.
Strong from the fupreame Authority of England in 1652,
tor reducing of <Muaryland ,there was no fuch thing ; but
the ground of that pretence was this, In September 165 1.
when the Councell of State fent Commiffioners from
hence , that isto fay Capr. Dennis , Capt. Steg, and Capt,
Curtes, to reducepirginia tothe obedience of the Parlia-
ment, the faid Councell appointed a Committee of them-
felves for the carrying on ot the affaires of the Admirall-
ty, togiveinttruétions to the faid Commiflioners for that
bufinefs; and Colonell George Themfon being then inthe
Chaire of that Committee , CMaryland was at firft infereed
10 their inftructions to bee reduced as well as Virgiria, but
the Committee being afrerwards fatisfied by all the Mer-
chaats that traded thither(who were engaged toaflift with
their (hips inthe reducement of #irginia ) that Maryland
was not in oppofition to the Parliament ; that Capraine
Stone the Lord Baltemores Leivtenant there, was gencrally
knowne to have beene alwayes zealonfly affe@ed to the
Parliamene , and that diversofthe Parliaments friends
were by the Lord Baltemores efpeciall dire&tions received in-
to Maryland,and well treated chere , when they were faine
to leave Purginia for theirgood aftections to the Parlia-
ments then thefaid Commuttee thougheic not fic arallto
difturbe that Plantation,and therfore in the prefence of ma- -
ny of the {aid Merchants,caufed Maryland to bee firuck out
of thefaid inftru&ions, and the Councell of State did ther-
upon give Licence to many Ships to trade at that time o
<Maryland, but would notpermitany to goe to Virgsaia , vill

that Goleny were reduced to obedience ; all which will bee

teflified



