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A Vindication of WILLIAM PENN,
Proprietary of Penfilvania, fromthelate Afperfions
{prcad abroad on purpofe to Defame him. With
an Abftract of Ieveral of his Letters fince his
Dcparture from England.

' JLILIAM PENN having been of

i ;‘ ) late Traduced as being a Papift, and

likewife being Dead, 1dhought mect

to give « thort Relation of the nle

and ground of that flinderous Report, and De-

tect it, with an Abftract of kis own Lettérs re-
ceived fince to fhew that heisalive.

One of the firft and moft furicus Fomenters
and Authors of that late Iving Report of WWilliam
Fenn's being a Papit (atrer diligent Enquiry
made) appears to be Thomas [icks, o Bapuft
'[eacher, the envious falfe Dialogue-Maker, who
has been openly prov’d anotoiious Forger, Slan-
derer and Defamer of the Peopl. called Quikers,
wickedly and malitioufly rendring them no
Chriflians, but Deceivers and Impoftors, &
and defaming them in their {ufferings, which are

He Anfwered, The Sandy Foundation, for which
he was putin the Tower, Note, Thatan Expli-
cation was fincercly given forth by W, Penr, con-
cerning the fad Book, Entituled, Inwocency ap-
pearsng with open Face, which gave fuchfatisf.cti-
on that he was fet at Liberty, '

So this was the fubftance of his Anfwer, b
which youmay perecive the feeblenefs of histalfe
fuggettion , and the bafenefs of his Spiric :
then asto his grofs Lycof 7. P’s keeping a Jefuie
to write his Books,whenl charged him with 1,
to that he was Mute, and would give me no An-
fwer, butfhufiled to anuther thing

Hereby you may {ee that the {aid Tho, Hicks
appears to be a bulic Slanderer as well as a mani-
fcft Forger of notorious falfhoods, as bcfore
charged, '

The falle fuggcﬁion of The. Hicks takinghAir,“ -

~ {or Conicience towards God, infinuating, That. .did encourage -othersto addhereto, and among &

the fatisfattion of their wills and lufts, and promo-
ting their carnal Insereft,to be the chief motsve and
Iﬂiccmcnr thereto, and the great thing 11 thesr
Fye,(as in s Dialog.1. p.75.) As alfv hus lies and
flanders, That he bad 1t under 137, P’s Hand to
manifet him the falfeft Villain upoa the Earth,
and that Zveral of his Friends had been with him
to fee it, and were Tati-fied it wasfo, and defi-
red him not to look upon the reft of Friends as
upon H~ P. And further, that the Books his
Name was too, were not of his own Writing,
but that he kepta Jefuite for that purpole.

Now I havi:ginformation of this falfe Report
ahd Slarder, and being chiefly concern’d in the
Affairs of 1. Penn in his Abfence, look’d upon
my felf oblig'd in Confcience to vindicate his In-
nocency and Chriftian Reputation : Whereupon
[ took with me R. Davis and R, M. with {everal
othersupon the Excharge, andasked Tho. Hicks,

if hehad it under W, Penn's hand to manifeft him-

as atorefaid ? To which he Anfwered, Yes, be had.
Then 1defired him to name onc of the Friends
that was {o fatisfied 5 his thuffling Anfwer was,
There was a great many of them, but cqufd 16
member the Mames of none of them, 1t being
four or five veatsago. [then defired to fee his
L-tter 2 He Anfwvered, He had none. I Queried,
\W hat he had under hisown Hand then 2 He Re-

plicd, He hadftin Print, Tdemanded the Tutle?

the feveral Storics this wasone. That W. Penn
perverted one Mr. Edfaw, a Suffex Gentleman,
to the Romifb Religion, who lived and died near
his houfe. The firlt that I could find who was
fo bold to affirm this, was F, F. who quoted
the Duke of Somerfer’s Steward for his Author,
to whom lapplicd my fclf 5 and he affirmed ,
he Reported itnot, neither knew any thing of ir:
That being detedted, F. F. charged it upon Cap-
ttin Graswick of Suflex, Brother:in law to the
faid Captain Edfaw, to whom Meflengers were
{int by 1. Penn’s Wife to know the truth
thereof, and he alfo denied it, and fiid, He.
would [pit in the Facc of any man that wonld charge
8 #pon him. This hedeclared before feverak
Witnefles, and faid, If fhe were not fatisfied
with what he had there declared , he would
wait upon her, and give her whatfatisfaction the
pleafed under his hand, for he fcorn’d to abufe
{fo Civil a Gentleman behind his back : So the
rife of that Story lodges as yer at F. F’s door..
And for the pretended perverted Perfon Captain
Bdfaw (for {o he wascalled) they who aredg-,
firous to be further furisficd, may enquire of‘#
Warden of the'Fleer, where, by the Book it -
doth appear the. faid Robert Edfaw was com-
micted Prifoner to the Fleer for Debe the 27¢h of
November 1678. and not known to go abroad
after Commitment to his dying day, which was
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