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A Difeourfe how to render the Plantationson on the Continent

of America, and Iflands adjacent 5 more Beneficial and ~ Adv.an-
tagious to this Kingdom.

HERE are great numbers of Firr, Pincand Cyprefs-trees, growing in all the Colonies and
Provinces ypon the Continent of America, nigh Navigable Rivers, fit tor Majts, Tards,
and Bow{prits of the largeft Dimenfions ; and Oaken Timber for Plank and building Ships,

&re. As allo, that Pitch, Tarr, Rofin, Hemp,and Flax, are already made, and grow there :

And that Materials for making Salt.Petre, arc tound there in great plenty, which may be there made,
and brought from thence to England.

The Wealth and Sccurity ot this Kingdom, has all along dependcd upon the Trade and Navigation
thereof, but the Mafts and Timber for Building Ships ; as alfo, all other Naval Stores, of Pitch, Tarr,
Rofin, Hemp, Flax, and Sals-Petre, being through a long Confumption, become very dcar and fcarce
Commodities, are not to be had {rom the neighbouiing Kingdoms, but at exceflive Rates and Prizes,
and that in time of Pcace with thole Coun:iies only; fo, that upon any fudden Rupture, cither with
Sweden ot Denmark , England isdebarr’d of that Trade, and her Navigation in dangerto be loft, un.
lefs fupply’d with thofe Commoditics from France or Holland, but not without difhiculty, and upon
Rates proportionable to the necellity and want thereof,

Our prefent Trade and Commerce, with the Swede and Dane, makes greatly to their advantage -
Our Merchants and Factors bought formerly in thofe Countrys, Mafts, Ship-Timber, and other Na.
val Stores, atealy Rates in Barter and Exchange, for our courfe, ordinary, Englifh ManufaQure;,
but they have of late years fet the Dice upon us, aad oblige us to pay above two Thirds in Mone
for thofc Commodities, at much higher Prizes, but not nigh fo good in Quality as formerly, which
unavoidably dreins England yearly of vaft Smms of ready M.uey, neither is our Tradeto the Eaft In-
dies, {o well lccur'd, from whence the greartett part of our Sal:-Petre is brought, but it may unexpelt-

edly be ingrofs'd by our Neighbours, and we mult then depend vpon them, to fupply us with Salt-
Petre, as now with Spice, &r.

Therefore, for preventing thefe growing Mifchiefs, of fuch dangerous Confequence to this King~
dom, It is Humbly Propos'd, that Eugland may in a litele time, be plentifully fupyly'd with Matts,

Ship-Timber, Oaken Plank , Pitch, Tarr, Kofin, Hemp, Flax, and S.it-Petre from her own Colonies
and Provinces in America, and Hflands adjacent,

T

1. Trces fit for Mafts, &c. grow in great plenty in the Provinces of New Hampfhire and M.in in Mafts inNew.
New-England , but very much deftroy’d by Saw.-Mills, and Canoc.makers; fome Malts are England.
ycarly brought from thence, butnow very few fuch Trees arc to be found in either Province, nigh
the Water,and therefore more chargeable, to carry them 7 or 8 Miles by Land,and atterwards floated
to the Ships; infomuch, that in a little time, neceflity will force us to make Mafts of Cyprefs-Trees,
which arc very large, and in great plenty nigh Navigable Rivers, asin Virginia, at Chicobomini in M2 of Cr-
Fames River, at #Weft Poine and other places in York River, and Rappabanock, and feveral Rivers in 5;";;6?;?5;
North Carolina. ‘ Jam )

At Keuncbeck River, about 5o Miles Northward from Pafcatagua River ( the only place from whence
the great Mafts are brought ) areabundance of very large Firr- Trees, fit for Malts ; And at Abiga-
duffit ( Ten Miles from the Mouth of it ) is a place for a Saw.Mill, and fuch plenty of Pine and Firr,
enough to Load 40 or go Vellels vearly, with Mafts, Board, Plank, é&-.

On Bear-Ifland likewile, lying N E. and .ot far trom Kennebeck, are large Firr- Trees fit for Malfts;
but the Indians, fupported by the French, did, in the year 1689 drive the Englifp out of Kennebeck
and places inhabited more Northerly demoliflvd and burnt all the new Forts built by Sir Edmsnd
Andros 5 and deftroyed, or made prifoners, the greateft number of the Inhabitants in the Province
of Main; and fince deftroy'd the Towns of Dozer,and many of the People in the Province of New-
Hampfbire; {o that the River Pafcaragua, where thefcw Mafts remaining 1o thefe Two Provinces can
be thipp’d off, is the only place to depend on for great Mafts of Firr, at thistime from thofe Northern
pactts of America. RN o . . . |

2. Plank’ and Timber for Building Ships. There is growing upon every Navigable River and plent and
Creck, from Pemagued in New.England, Northward, to the Southern parts qf Virginia ( above ~co Timber.
Miles in length) vaft quantities of Oaken Timber, both Straight and Compals, with convenient Pla-
ces and Depths of Water, to build Ships ; fo that 6o Sail of good Ships, from 200 to sco Tuas, y
and upwards, may yearly be built in thele Colonies, atone Third lefs Charge than in England ; as at
Pafcutaqua, where the Faulkland Frigat (above 700 Tuns)wasbuilt 3 or 4 years ago ; and at Salisbury,

oy ! 4
‘ S‘,[:'E, Bo/fo;bearKu-'I'awn,Hingbapz, Road-iflind, New Briftol,én New Ecnder, New England : As alfo at

Manfaranock River, 12 Miles to the Southward from New-Tork, and in the Provinces of Penplvania,
Muaryland and Virginia. . .
3. Pitch and Tar, great quantitics of which are already made at feveral

. ‘ places, as ia the Colony pir’, ane
of New Plymouth, and Counerticost in New England, which ferves not only

that Country, but fomeTarr.

hundred Barrclsare fent yearly tothe Weft-Indies. Therc are likewile, feveral I{lands near the Ea-
ftern




