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T HUS, I have endeavoured to prove The Right of the People
of Maryland, to the Benefit of all the Englith Laws, of every kind,
that have been inftituted for the Prefervation, and Security of
the Subje&’s Liberty, from Reafon, and Authority ; and to re-
prefcnt to my Fellow-Subjects, the great Advantage they derive
from the Laws of their Mother Country ; and how highly they
ought to eftcem them. -

AND I beg Leave to add, That Men, from a State +f Na-
iuve and Equality, formed themfelves into Society, for mutual
Defence, and Prefervation ; and agreed to fubmit to Laws, that
thould be the Rule of their Condud, under certain Regulations.
Let us fuppofe the firft Settlers of Maryland, to be a Society of
People, united and combined together, for mutual Defence and
Prefervation ; and fenfible, not only of the Ufe, but allo of the
Neceffity of Laws, and confcious of their own Incapacity, to
make fuch as might fuit their Occafions, and procure their Wel-
tare and Safety : I fay, {uppofe them under thefe Gircumfiances,
without any Regard to their Rights, as Englifl, or Brity/b Sub-
jects, or by Charter: And that they actually agreed, to make
the Laws of their Mother-Country, (of which it is to be pre-
fumed, they had a general, or at leaft, fome Notion, ) to be the
Rule of their Condué, with fuch’particular Provifion, as they
fhould, atr Times, find neceffary to make, in particular Cafes :
And that.ypon long Tryal, and Experience, of thofe Laws ; they
became convinced, of the Equality, and Juftice of them, and
confequently, fond of them : Will any one fay, that they are
obliged, to change thofe Laws ? Or, to have them upon other
Terms, than they have always had them, without their own
Confent, or the Interpofition, of the fupreme Authority, of their
Mother Country 2 It is manifeft, by the judicial Proceedings,
( which my Lord Hale fays, make one formal conftituent Part
of the Law;*) and the Manner of Transferring Property, in

'(*) ‘Hale's Hiftory of the Law, |
. Maryland,




