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The Rigur to the Tonnage, the Duty of Twelve Pence
per. Hogfhead on all exported Tobacco, and the Fines and
Forfeitures, in the Province of M A RY L A NV D,
STATED, in a LETTER from a Gentleman

in AnNaroLIs, to his Friend in the Country.

DEAR S IR,

J&**3, OUR Remark is unqueftionably juft, and I wifh the Precept it fuggefts was more

generally obferved, ¢ that Characters ought not to be implicitly taken from the Re-

Y < ports of Men over-heated by political Animofity, who, when they fpeak, as they

¢ are apt to do, in the Idiom of Party Language, fhould be underftood to mean

W ¢ by the Terms Difinterefted, and Upright, Selfith, or Factious, the Abettors or
¢« Opponents of the Sentiments they have efpoufed. :

IN confequence of your Experience, and Attachment to the real Interefts of y ountry,

ou prudently require better Proofs of a {uft, or difhonourable Conduct, than the'Applaufes, or
}'(cproachcs of any Party, and exprefs a {trong Defire to be enabled to form fuch Conclufions, as
that you may act from them with Satisfaction and Firmnefs, on your avowed Principle of fup-

orting the juft Rights of Government, and maintaining the Conftitutional Privileges of the
geople. I fhall, therefore, with the greateft Alacrity, comply with your Requeft, by giving you
the beft Account I have been able to collect, rcfpectini the Subjects of the Tonnage, of the Su-
ty of One Shilling Sterling per Hogfhead, and of the Fines and Forfeitures. The Method I in-
tend to purfue is to lay before you the Materials I have collected, and to apply under cach Head
the Obfervations that have occurred to me, in the plaineft Language, without Refinement or
Embellithment. .

THE Act, under which Lord Baltimsre claims the Tonnage, pafled in the Year 1661, and is
entitled < An Act for Port Duties, and Mafters of Ships.”

IT enacts, ¢ that all Veflels whatfoever, not properly belonging to this Province, having a
¢« Deck Flufh Fore and Aft, coming in, and Trading within this c’Provincc, fhall pay, for Port
<« Dutics, or Anchorage, Half a Pound of Powder, and Three Pounds of Shot, or l}:) much in
<« Value, for every Ton Burden, to the Lord Proprietary and his Heirs.”

In the Year 1676 an Act pafled, entitled ¢ An Act for Repeal of certain Laws, and afcer-
‘¢ tainihg wiat Laws arc in Force within this Province ;” and, among the Acts afcertained to be
in Force, is the ¢ Act for Port Duties, and Mafters of Ships, Anno 1661.”

THE Act of 1676 was twice confirmed in the Year 1678 by other Acts

THE Acts afcertained to be in Force by the Act of 1676 werc directed by it ¢ to be tran-
¢ fcribed, and fairly written out in a Book, for that Purpofe to be kept ;” and, in Purfuance of
this Direction, the ¢ Act for Port Duties, and Mafters of Ships,” was tranfcribed ; and the
Tranfcript exactly correfponds with the Original Record Book, whence I copied my Quotatiori.
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