We were and ftill retain our opirion, that it is not

§n our power to raife, by taxes, 1 million 580 thou-

fand dollars, before the 1ft of February next, becaufe
there muft be a new affeflment of property ; it may
have changed its owners fince the lait afleflment, and
it is neceflary to adopt fome mode to compe! the mo-
ney holders ¢ nay their proportion of the public bur-
thens. We thought and il think it abfolutely im-
pratticable to colle&t morthly taxes from our people.
‘The expernce of 2 number of colle@ors, from the dif-
petfed fituation of cur inhabitants, would be very
great, and their circumftances will not enable them
to pay monthly taxés. ‘The farmers and planters,
who cantribute the far greater part, would be greatly
diftrefled, and we fear univerfal difcontent would fol-
low the attempt. :

Contemplating thefe difficulties, fatisfied that (ha
fum requiréd was beyond the abjlities of our confli-
tuents, convinced of the impra&icability of col!c&ing
the one million five hundred and eighty thoufand dol-
Jars before the firft of February, and of the impofibi-

ity of raifing that fum in cach month thereaficr until
the firft of O&ober inclufive, and anxioufly folicitous
to comply “with the requifition of congreit, we cx-
amined all our refources, and found that withont 4
feizure, confication and applicztion, of the Britih
profperty within the flate, we fhould nct be alble (o
furmourt the dficeities.  We carefully examined the
juftice, the policy of the meafure. We revelved the
reafors which prefented themfelves for and againft it;
‘We frarched into the law of nations, and were fully
fatisfied the immutable principles of juflice, the law
of natare, and the cocmmon confent of mankind, juf-
tified the meafure,
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