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" GENTLEMEN, .

ERMIT me, in the opening of this addrefs, to
P fay a few words refpe@ing myfelf, It has been my

fate to incur cenfure, when my feclings informed
me | had merited fome fmall portion of praife. It has
been deemed the higheit degree of arrogance and prefump-
tion for an individual to offer his inftruétions to tﬁe legif-
lature, and motives very different from the truch have been
imputed to me. Had my conduét been influenced merely
by felfith confiderations, I fhould long fince have decliped
meddling in public affairs, and I fhould therein have con-
fulted both my intereft and cafe. It has been my misfor-
tune frequently to offend ; and the pleafure derived from a
fcanty applaafe has been generally overbalanced by the
"pain of unmerited reproach, which every man who endea-
vours to diltinguith himfelf, is certain to experience,
However, 1 will gerfift in that line of conduét by which, 1
conceive, [ may render fervice tomy country. The generoue
part of mankind will not featch for unworthy motives
where Jaudable oaes are the moft obvious ; and every wife
man will think the motive of little confequence. Whate-
ver that may be, he will be far from difcopraging any at-
tempt ¢o inform the minds of thofe to whom are intrufled
the vait and important powers of legiflation.

Having in jultice to my own charaller premifed thus
far, I procecd to the main bufinefs of this addrefs. I have
juft feen the report of a committee refpefting the means of
fatisfying our creditors, It appeared to me gom the prin-
ciples laid down in the beginning that a fudden ray of
light had broken in upon the gentlemen, appointed to
grve their opinion to the houfe; but that light quickly va.
nithed. 1 peroeived difcriminations repugrant to thofe
principles, provifions altog=ther inadequate to the purpofe,
and a much greater confideration for men, who are only
objeéts of mercy, than for thole who are eatitled to our
jultice and gratitude. The impredions,I have received on
this fubje&t are fo forcible, the opinion I have formed is fo
decidea, my ideas are fo diffesent from thofe of other men,
that if the fubjelt were of a religious caft, with a little
more enthufiaim I might prabably imagine that hecaven
had corfounded the underftandings of our wife men, and

iven infpiration only to mine. ‘The tfuth is, I have be-
ﬁowed g eater attention than any other man, and |l am al-
together unbjafled by intcreft, malice, or affection. I here
prefent you a fyftem, which, in my opinion, will operate
alwoft fike a charm in eff@ing the many valuable pur-
fes intended. 1 have committed it to the prefs for no
othtr reafon, but that I might afford every member an op-
ortunity of confidering the fubjeét at his leifure, 1 would
Ec afhamed to propofe a meafure, which I fhould wifh to
be carried with precipitation; and if it were a ftanding
rule, thit each member of the legiflature thoanld be fup-
lied with a copy of every material bill previous to a de-
ate, the advantage to be derived from f{uch a regulation
would abundantly compentfate for the delay and expence.

An ACY for the fupport of public credit, the relisf of public

debteriy and toe better regaiation of finance.

WHEREAS the flate of Maryland, during the late
arduous conteft for freedom and independence, contratted
debts to its own citizens and others to a great amount, for
the payment of the principal or intereft of whi¢th no ade-
quate provifion hath yet been made; and wheréas many
public creditors, who rendered effential fervices to the
ftate, have been injured by unavoidable breaclies of its
plighted faith, and in confequence thereof, the govern-
ment hath in a great meafuge loft the confidence and affec-
teon of,its people ;3 and whereas every princiﬁal of true po-

c'and affe@ion, whichy on every occafion, is its beft and
fureft refources and whéreas corimon juflice demands,
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that the ftate fhould fulfil all its engagements without any
difcrimination, preference, or abatement, and thould pro-
vide for the payment of all its debts, within fuch reafonae-
ble time, as the circumftances of the people will admit}
and whereas the ftate is polfefled of certain funds, the ma-
nagcment of which is attended with much trouble, nfk
and embarrallment; and the faid funds at prefent pro-
duce little revenue, and the annual accumulation of the

principal thereof is much inferior to the amount of the in-

tereft, which the ftate is under obligations to pay to its
creditors 3 and whereas thofe funds may be advantageoufly
applied to the difcharge of both principal and interefl of
the public debrj and whereas, by fundry als of the legif-
lature, many public debtors have been rendered incapable
of performing their contratls with that facility, which they
were induced, and had a right, to expet; and whereas it
is the bufinefs of a wife government to repair evils, to
guard the rights, and to watch over the happinefs, of all §
For remedy of the mifchiefs, and to fulfil the purpofes
alorefaid, :

V. Beit enalled, by the Geeral Affimbly of Maryland, That
all the funds hereiofore appropriated tor the redemption of
bills of credit, or certificates, be confolidated into one ge-
neral fund, for the payment of the principal and intereft
of the ttate debr; that all debts now due to the ftate on
whatever account except for one half of what is due for the
taxes to be raifed by virtue of an act pafled 4 November
feflion, in the year 1783, entitled, ¢ An aét to raile the
fupplics for the enfuing year,” be added to the faid gene.
ral fund. o

2. And be it enafed, That the refidue of the property
forfeited for high treafon, and of the confifcated Britifh
property, which remalins undifpofed of, be fold in conve-

nient parcels, at public au&lion, by the commiffiuners of -

confifcated property as foon as conveniently may be, on
the following*terms. The purchafer or purchafers thereof
fhall pay down the confideration, in current money,  bills
of credit heretofore emitted by the (tate, or any kinds of
certificates glven or to be given for fpecie by virtue of any
fubfiting law ; or he fhall enter into bond, with one or
more fecurity, or fecurities; fuch as the tommiflioners fhall
approve, having landed property in the ftdte to a fufficient
value, for the payment of the confideration on or before
the firft of Januvary 1787, with interefl ; the. firit paynient
of the intereft to be made on the firft of January 1786, and
the next on the day.mentioned for the paymynt of the
principal; and all the faid payments may be made in the
manner herein befure mentioned ; and the commiflioners,
fhail deliver the bonds fo taken, as foon as poflible, to the
treafurer of the weftern thore; and ¥ the intereft and prin-
cipal fhail not be puntuallv paid on any bond, the trea-
furer thall immediately diretihe faid bond to be.recorded by
the clerk of the general court of the thore on which the obli-
gor or obligors may refide, and execution toiffue againft th

body, or the lands and tenements, goods and chattels, o

the obligor or obligors in fuch bond; and the bond and
order fhall be recorded and execution fhall iffue, upom
which the fum due with cofts fhall be fatisfied or levied in

* current money or the atorefaid bills of credit or certificates,

And the current money fo paid, or the bonds {o delivered
to the treafurer, fhall likewife conftitute a part of the ge.

neral fund. . )
3. And be if énadled, That if any purchafet of property,

forteited for bigh treafon, ar of confifcated Bfitith proper- -

ty, who hath not paid for the fame, or given bond for the
purchafe money with intereft, fromi the time of, and a-
reably tq, his contragt, fhall refufe or delay .10 do the

ame, before the firk of April next, the commiffioners are,

hereby authorifed and empowered to declare the faid_falé

Jicy r:guires, that the ftate fhould regain that confidence “and contrat to be void, and fhall fell the property again,

in the manner and upon the terms herein before mentiond

ed j provided neverthelefs, 'that the -attorney-genersl; by -

the

-_




