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ofity to {tate the grounds, on which this new opinion was
taken up. : .

The member who firft informed the houfe of their miftake,
had taken up an idea, that in order to 'Prcfcrvc the fame
difference in the valuation of lands, the fame nominal fum
fhould be taken from ‘each, and ftrongly reprobated the
notion of deduéting only a proportionable part.~—This ex-
traordinary opinion, he fteadfaft's maintained, and publifhed
fome calculations in order 10 convince the world of its pro-
puiety.  When wifc men are led aftray, their example will
be apt to crast many after them.—In the prefent inftance,
inany were for a time induced to give up their opinions, per-
haps trom a reliance on the known abilities of that gentleman,
It may be imagined that a tranfattion of this nature, in which
fo many able men were at variance, could not efcape the atten-
tion of the public, which (in the city at leall) appeared to bo -

Not caly our legillators, but others, of all ranks and de-
{criptions, had their attention taken up with this difagree-
ment.—Lveiy head was filled with calculations, avarage and,
Froportions 5 every corner of Annapolis refounded with dif-
!)Utﬂ“ons. '

Not the nofe of the courtenus ftranger wheMraverfed the
city of Strafburgh. could have caufed more perturbation. .

To thole who can he diverted with fubje&of fo ferious a
nature, there is no doubt; but thefe circumftances afforded
confiderable entertaiament.  Two {mall poctical pieces, under
the title of Fables, appeared at the time, which were generally
f:dp2Qled 1o allude to this occurrence, and indeed it muft bo

- owned, that they appeared to place the whole affair, in a

flriking point of vicw, ]

Fhe public I apprehend are at prefent fo well informed on
this fubjed&, that it would be equally unneccflary to trouhle
them with a fuller relation, or 10 offer any arguments on jt,
Some time was aficrwards taken up in framing the bill for
railing the fupnlics of this year, and although the taxes muft
unavordably be burthenfome to the people, they will not ap«
pear veyy enormous, if we confider the many reat claims
we have to difcharge. It is likewife to be ob crved, that
although a tax for twenty-five years is granted to Congrefs,
the whole amount of our conributions js very little ene
crealed,



