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HEREAS definitive articles of peace and
fiiendfhip, between the United States of Ame-
rica and his Britannic majefly, were concluded
and figned at Paris, on the 3d day of Septem-
ber, 1783, by the plenipotentiaries of the faid United States,
and of his faid Britannic Majefty, duly and refpectively au-

thorized for that purpofe ; which definitive articles arein the
words following.

7. In the Name of the Moft Holy and Undivided
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IT having pleafed the Divine Providence to difpofe the
hearts of the moft ferene and moft potent Prince George the
Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great-Britain, France
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunfwick and
Lunenburg, Arch-Treafurer and Prince Ele&or of the Holy
Roman Empire, &c. and of the United States of America,
to forget all paft mifunderftandings and differences, that have
unhappily interrupted the good correfpendence and friend-
thip which they mutually with to reftore ; and to eftablith
fuch a beneficial and fatisfaétory intercourfe between the two
countries, upon tie ground of reciprocal advantages and mu-
tual convenience, as may promote and fecure to both perpe-
tual peace and harmony : And having for this defirable end,
already laid the foundarion of peace and reconciliation, by
the provifional articles, figned at Paris, on the joth of No-
vember, 1782, by the commiffioners empowered on each part,

‘which articles were agreed to be inferted in, and to conftitute

the treaty of peace propofed to be concluded between the

crown of Great-Britain and the faid United States, but which

treaty was not to be concluded until terms of peace fhould be
agreed upon hetween Great-Britain and Erance, and his Bri-
tannic majelty thould be ready to conclude fuch treaty ac-

‘cordingly ; and the treaty between Great-Britain and France,
having fince been concluded, hiz Britannic majefty and the

United States of America, in order to carry into full effect
the provifional articles abovementioned, according to the te-
sor thereof, have conftituted and appointed, thac is to fay,
His Britannic majefty on his part, David Hartiey, efquire,
member of the parliament of Great-Britain, and the faid
United States on their part, john Adams, efquire, late a
comm flicner of the United States of America at the court

enf Ver&illan, laps dnlegate in congrefs from the ftate of Maf-

fachnfetts, and chiet juftice of che faid ftate, and minifter
pleripotentiary of the faid United States, to their high mighti-
nefles the States Genera! of the United Netherlands; Benja-
min Franklin, efquire, late delegate in congrefs from the
{tarc, of Pennfylvania, prefident of the convention of the faid
ftare, and minifter plenipotentiary from the ynited States of
femerica at the court of Verfailles ; John Jay, efquire, late
prefident of congrefs, and chief juftice of the (tate of New-
York, and minifter plenipotentiary from the faid United States
at the Court of Madrid, to be the plenipotentiaries for the
concluding and figning the prefentdefinitive treaty ; who af-
ter having reciprocally communicated their refpective full
powers, have agreed vpon and confirmed the following
articles.

Articre 1ft, His Bricaosic Majefty acknowledges the
faid United States, viz. New-Hampthire, Maffachufetts-
Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Flantations, Connelicut,
New-York, New-]Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carclina and Georgia, to be
tree, fovereignand (ndependent ftates: that he trears with
them as fuch, and for himfelf, his heirs and fuccefiors, re-
linquithes all claims to the government, propriety and ter-
ritorial rights of the fam®, and every part thereof :

ArTicLe. 2d. And that all difputes which might arife in
future on the fubject of the boundaries of the faid United
States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared,
that the following are and fhall be their boundaries, viz.

From the north weft angle of Nova-Scotia, viz. thatangle
which is formed by a line drawn due north from the fource
of Saint-Croix river to the Highlands ; along the faid High-
lands which divide thofe rivers that empty themfelves into
the river Saint Lawrerce from thofe which fall into the At-
lantic Ocean, to the north-wefternmoft head of Connecticut
riv:r, thence down z‘l()ng the unadie of thaviver [.u uie foiy-
§ifth deoree of north laticude 5 from thence by aline dug welt
on faid Laticude, until it firikes the river Iroquois or Catara-

quy; thence along the middle of faid river iato lake Ontario,
thramgh the middle of faid lake until it ftrikes the commu-
nication by water between that lake and lake Erie ; thence
along the middle of faid communication into lake Erie,
through the middle of faid lake until it arrives at the water
communication between that lake and lake Huron ; thence
along the middle of faid water communication inte the lzke
Huron 3 thence through the middle of faid lake to the water
communication between that lake and lake Superior; thence
through lake Superior northward of the ifles, Ro_y?l and Phi-
Jipeaux to the long lake; thence through the middle of faid
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long lake and the water communication between it and the
lake of the Woods, to the faid lake of the Woods ; thence
through the faid lake to the moft aor;h«weﬁcrp pomt_t.fere:,.)f,
and from thence on a due weft courfe to the tiver Mifiifippi;
thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the faid
river Miflifippi, until it thall inteﬂ‘c& the northernmoft part
of the thirty-hrft degree of north latatudq. South by a line
to be dravin due eaft from the determination ot the line laft
mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one qu‘rceS north of the
equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola or ‘Catahou‘cl}g;
theace aloag she widdic therenf to its junction with the _!* lint
river ; thence ftraight to the head of Saint Mary’s river;
and thence down along the middle of Saint Mary’s river to
the Atlant€ Qcean. Ealt by a line to be drawn along the
middle of the river Saint-Croix, from its mouth in the bay of
Fundy to its fource, and from'it's fourm:_ directly north to
the aforefsid Highlands which divide the rivers that fall into
the Atlanti¢ Ocean from thofe which fall into the river Saint
Lawrence : comprehendingall iﬂ.an ds within twenty leagues of
any part of the fhores of the United Sgatcs, and lylng bcthen
lines to be drawn due eaft from the points where the aforefaid
boundaries between Nova-Scotia on the one part, and Eafl
Florida on the other, fhall refpetively touch the bay of Fuady,
and the Atlantic Ocean ; excepting fuch iflands as now are
or heretofore have been within the limits of the faid pro-
vince of Nova Scotia. .

Artrcier 3d. It is agreed that the people of the United
Staets fhall continue to enjoy unmolefted the right to take fith of
every kind o0 the Grand Bank, ‘and on ail the other banks
of Newfoundland ; alfo in the gulph of Saint Lawrence, and
at all other places in the feas where the inhabicants of both
countries ufed at any time heretofore to fith ; and alfo that
the inhabitints of the United States (hall-have liberty to take
fith of every kind on fuch part of the coall of Newfoundland
as Britith fithermen fhall ufe, (but not to dry or cure the
fame on that Ifland) and alfo on the coafts, bays and creeks
of all other of his Britannic Majefty’s dominions in America ;
and that the American fithermen fhall have liberty to dry and
cure fith inany of the unfettled bays, harbours and creeks of
Nova-Scotia, Magdalen iflands, and Labradore, fo long as
the fame fhall remain unfettled, but fo foon as the fame or
either of them fhall be fectled, it fhall not be lawful for the
faid fithermen to dry or ~vre A0 at Such ferclemsnt, without a
Provious  ggeciivac o z:’.z*. purpc'.-’e with she inksbiranes,
proprietors or pofieflors of the ground.

ARTICLE 4th. dtis agreed that creditors on either fide,
fhall meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the
full value in fterling money, of all bona fide debts heretofore
contralted.

ArTicLE gth. It is agreed that the Congrefs fhall ear-
neftly recommend it to the legiflatures of the refpective ftates,
to provide for the reftitution of all eftates, rights and pro-
perties, which have been confifcated, belonging to real Bri-
tith fubjects, and alfo of the eltates, rights and properties
of perfons refident in diftriéts in the poflefiion of his majelty’s
arms, and Who have not borne ar-*~ againft the faid ynited

States. And that perfons of any other deles1ptio, gy te.....
free liberry /0 2O tO any part or parts of any of the Thirteen

United States, and therein to remain twelve mpnths unmo-
lefted in their endeavours to obtain the rc(’(inltl()x:t of fuch of
their eltates, rights and properties, as may have been conff-
cated ; and that Congrefs fhall alfo earneftly recommend to
the feveral ffates a reconfideration and revifion of all alts or
laws regarding the premifes, {0 as to re'nder the (au'i laws or aéts
pcrgeafy conliftent, not only with juftice and equity, but with
that fpirit ¢ conciliation, vyhich on t.he return of the blefl~
ings of peace fhould univerfally prevail. And that Congrefs
fhall alfo earneftly recommend to the feveral ftates, that the
eftates, rigats and properties of fuch lalt mentioned perfons
fha!l be refored to them ; they refunding to any perfons who
may be now in poffeffion the bona fide price (where any has
been given) which fuch perfons may have paid on purchafing
any of the iid lands, rightsor properties fince the confifcati-
on. And tis agreed that all perfons who have any intereft
in confifcated lands, either by debts, marriage fettlements, oF
otherwiie, fhall meet with no lawful impediment in the pro-
fvacivi g ehets it pighte: ;
ArTicre 6th. That there (hall be no future coqﬁf—
cations made, nor any profccutions commenced againft
any perfon or perfons for or by reafon of the part Wh'lCh
he or they may have taken in the prc(:cnt war ; and that
no perfor. fhall on that account, {uffer any future lofs
or damage, either in his perfon liberty or property, and
that thofe who may be in confinementon fuch charges,
at the time of the ratification of the treaty in America,
thall be immediately fet at liberty, and the profecuti-
ons fo conmenced be difcontinued.

ArTicLE 7th. There thall be & firm and perpetual
peace between his Britannic Majeily and the faid States,
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and between the fubjes of the one, and the citizens
of the other, wherefore all hotilities both by fea and'
land thall from henceforth ceafe : all prifoners on both
fides thall be fet at liberty, and his Britannic Majefty
fhall with all convenient "fpeed, and without caufing
any deftruction, or carrying away any negrozs or other
property of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his
armies, garrifons and fleets from the faid United Staies,
and from every pofl place and harbour within the fame ;
leaving in-all fortifications the American aftilflery thac
may be therein, and fhall alfo order and caunfe all ar~
chives, records decds and papers, belonging to any of
the faid ftates, or their citizens, which in the courfe of
the war may have fallen into the hands of his officers,
to be forthwith reftored and delivered to the proper
ftates and perfons to whom they belong.

_ ArTicrLe 8th. The navigation of the river Mifii-
fippi, from its fource to the Ocean, thall forever re=
main free and open to the fubje@s of Great-Britain
and the citizens of the United States.

AwTrcre gth. In cafe it thould fo happen that any
place or' territory belonging.to Great-Britain or to the
United States, {hould have been conquered by the arms
of eitherfrom theother, before the arrival of the faid pro-
vifional articles in America, itis agreed, rhat the fame
thall be rcftored without difficulty, and without requi-
ring any compenfa* 0n.

Arrrcre 1oth. The folemn ratifications of the pre-
fent treaty, expedi..d ip good and due form; fhall be
exchanged between the contrading parties, in the {pace
of fix months, o4 fooner if poffible, to be computed
from the day of the fignature of ¢he prefent treaty,
In witnels whereof, we the underfigsied, their minifters
plenipotentiary, bave in their name and in virtue of our
full powers, figned with our hands the prefent definitive
treaty, and caufed the feals of our arms to be affixed
thereto. -

DON E at Paris, this third day of September,
in the vear of our Lord ope thoufand feven
hundred and eighity- thees :

(L.S.) D. HARTLEY, L.S.) JOHN ADAMS,
L.5.) B. FRANKLIN,
'L.S.) JOHN JAY.

A N D we the United §-ates in Congrefs sfamofcu,”
having feen and duly confidi 0 the definitive articles
aforefaid, did by a certaia, 3¢ under the feal of the
Uniied Stotes, bearirg date this 14th day of January
1781 appraves =7 i Fipfiem the fame and every
~rt ane claufe thereof, 7 “~nd promifing that
we would fincerely and faitniully perforia and obferve
the fame, and wvever fuffer them to be violated by any
one, or tranfgrefled in any manner s far as {hould be
in our power : and being fincerely difpfed to carry the
(aid articles into execution truly, honefly apn. ‘wick -
good faith, according to the in:c;nt and meaning ...,
we have thonght proper b.y.th:tc pyc:fcnts, to nitify the
premifes to all the good'C!tl.Zens ot th:fc United States,
hereby rd giring and enjoining all bodies of magiftracy,
legiflativt, executive and judictary, all perfons bearing of -
fice,civil @rmilitary, of whatever rank, degree or pow-
ers, andal .~ & the good citizens' of thefe States of
every vocalio. ana condition, that reverencing thofe
ﬂipulation%ilf ntered into on their behalf, under the au-
thority of tIgt feederal bond by which their exiftence as
an independent people is bound up together, and is
known and acknowledged by the nations of the world,
and with that good faith which is every man’s fureft

guide within their feveral offices jurifdictions and vo-

cationss, they carry into effe@ the f2id definitive articles,
and every claufe and fentence thereof, fincerely, ftrictly
and completely, 3
GIVEN under the Seal of the United States,
Witnefs his Excellency THOMAS MIFFLIN,
our Prefident, at Annapolis, this fourteenth day of
January, in the year of our Lord one thoufand
ven hundred and eighty-four, andof the fover'
ty and independence of the United States of A
rica the eighth. ,

ANNAPOQLIS: Printed by JOHN DU NL AP, Prinver for the United States in Congrefs affembled,
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